
Christianity and Slavery

GivingAnAnswer.orgBy Dr. H.C. Felder

How Christianity Set the Foundation for the Abolition of Slavery Worldwide



Introduction

• In this message I plan to 
demonstrate how 
slavery was tolerated 
since the dawn of man 
through various 
cultures and religions 
and how Christianity set 
the foundation for the 
abolition of slavery 
world-wide
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Why is this Important?

• Because many African 
Americans see 
Christianity as 
synonymous with 
slavery

• The idea that 
Christianity endorses 
slavery is seen as a 
stumbling block
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The History of Slavery

• Every major culture has 
engaged in slavery
– “Before the modern era, by 

and large Europeans enslaved 
other Europeans, Asians 
enslaved other Asians, 
Africans enslaved other 
Africans, and the indigenous 
peoples of the Western 
Hemisphere enslaved other 
indigenous peoples of the 
Western Hemisphere.” 
(Sowell, 113)
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The History of Slavery

Ancient Times • “The earliest civilizations--
along the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers in 
Mesopotamia, the Nile in 
Egypt, the Indus Valley of 
India, and China's Yangtze 
River Valley--had slavery.”
(Digital History)
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The History of Slavery

Ancient Times • Babylonians (1792 to 1750 
B.C)
– “The ancient Babylonians 

clearly had slaves.  Their rules 
for conduct was outlined in 
the Code of Hammurabi, the 
king of Babylon from 1792 to 
1750 B.C.  Society was broken 
down into three classes, the 
propertied class, freedmen, 
and slaves” (History.com)
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The History of Slavery

Ancient Times • Babylonians (1792 to 1750 
B.C)
– For example:

• “Law 282 states that, if a 
slave were to say to his 
master I don’t need you then 
his ear would be cut off. 
There is also a ton of laws 
about slave auctions and 
how to auction off slaves” 
(Hummarabi Code)
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The History of Slavery

Ancient Times • Egypt (1850 - 1450 BC)
– Israelites were slaves in Egypt 

for 400 years
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The History of Slavery

Ancient Times • Greece (300-400 BC)
– “In Athens during the 

classical period, a third to a 
half of the population 
consisted of slaves. Rome 
would become even more 
dependent on slavery... Most 
early societies lacked a word 
for freedom.” 
(digitalhistory.uh.edu)
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The History of Slavery

Ancient Times • Romans (1st century)
– One it two people living under 

the Roman empire were slaves

– “All slaves and their families 
were the property of their 
owners, who could sell or rent 
them out at any time. Their lives 
were harsh. Slaves were often 
whipped, branded or cruelly 
mistreated. Their owners could 
also kill them for any reason, and 
would face no punishment” 
(pbs.com)
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The History of Slavery

Modern Times • Europeans Enslaving 
Europeans
– “The term slave has its origins in 

the word ‘slav.’ The slavs, who 
inhabited a large part of Eastern 
Europe, were taken as slaves by 
the Muslims of Spain during the 
ninth century AD.” 
(www.bbc.co.uk)
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• Europeans Enslaving Europeans

– “Slavery never disappeared from medieval 
Europe. While slavery declined in northwestern 
Europe, it persisted in Sicily, southern Italy, Russia, 
southern France, Spain, and North Africa. Most of 
these slaves were ‘white,’ coming from areas in 
Eastern Europe or near the Black Sea” 
(digitalhistory.uh.edu)
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The History of Slavery

Modern Times
• Africans Enslaving Africans

– “the region of West Africa from 
which Kunte Kinte supposedly 
came was one of the great slave-
trading regions of the continent—
before, during, and after the white 
man arrived. It was the Africans 
who enslaved their fellow 
Africans, selling some of these 
slaves to Europeans or to Arabs 
and keeping others for 
themselves. Even at the peak of 
the Atlantic slave trade, Africans 
retained more slaves for 
themselves than they sent to the 
Western Hemisphere.” (Klein, 10)
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The History of Slavery

Modern Times • Arabs Enslaving Africans
– “But the much less publicized 

slave trade to the Islamic 
countries had even higher 
mortality rates en route, as well 
as involving larger numbers of 
people over the centuries... By a 
variety of accounts, most of the 
slaves who were marched across 
the Sahara toward the 
Mediterranean died on the way.” 
(Sowell, 125)

By Dr. H.C. Felder



The History of Slavery

Modern Times • Africans Enslaving Whites
– “At least a million Europeans 

were enslaved by North African 
pirates alone from 1500 to 1800, 
and some European slaves were 
still being sold on the auction 
block in Egypt, years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation 
freed blacks in the United 
States.” (Sowell, 112)
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• America

– Native Americans Enslaving Native Americans

• “Once Europeans arrived as colonialists in North 
America, the nature of Indian slavery changed abruptly 
and dramatically. Indians found that British settlers, 
especially those in the southern colonies, eagerly 
purchased or captured Indians to use as forced labor in 
cultivating tobacco, rice, and indigo. More and more, 
Indians began selling war captives to whites rather than 
integrating them into their own societies” 
(slaveryinamerica.org)
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The History of Slavery

America
• Native Americans Enslaving 

African Americans
– The National Museum of the 

American Indian’s curator Pual
Chatt Smith (Comanche) states 
“The Five Civilized Tribes were 
deeply committed to slavery, 
established their own racialized 
black codes, immediately 
reestablished slavery when they 
arrived in Indian territory, rebuilt 
their nations with slave labor, 
crushed slave rebellions, and 
enthusiastically sided with the 
Confederacy in the Civil War.” 
(smithsonianmag.com)
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The History of Slavery

America • African Americans Enslaving 
African Americans
– They were often slaves 

themselves who were freed by 
their master or purchased their 
own freedom

– “free black slaveowners resided 
in every Southern state which 
countenanced slavery and even 
in Northern states. In Louisiana, 
Maryland, South Carolina, and 
Virginia, free blacks owned more 
than 10,000 slaves, according to 
the federal census of 1830” 
(Koger, 1)
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• America

– African Americans Enslaving African Americans

• The slaves were not kin, but bought as slave labor to 
work plantations and in various other occupations
– We know this based on census records, wills, bill of sales, and 

tax records

• In Charleston, “By 1800 nearly one out of every three 
colored heads of household were recorded with slave 
property. Between 1820 and 1840, the percentage of 
slaveholding heads of family ranged from 72.1 to 77.7 
percent.” (Koger, 24)
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• The reason for the abolition of slavery

– Man being made in the image of God is the key 
theological point that makes slavery incompatible 
with Christianity

• “God created man in His own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created 
them” (Gen. 1:27)

Christianity and the Abolition of Slavery
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The History of Slavery

• The anti-slavery sentiment 
grew in Britain with Christians
– “Quakers were the first to 

require members of their 
congregations to cease being 
slave owners. Evangelicals in the 
Anglican church—notably 
William Wilberforce in 
Parliament—joined the Quakers 
and took the issue to the general 
public with a decades-long 
political struggle to get the 
British government to ban the 
trading of slaves.” (Sowell, 130)
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• The reason for the abolition of slavery

– The anti-slavery sentiment then grew in Britain 
with the Christians

• “within Western civilization, the principal impetus for 
the abolition of slavery came first from very 
conservative religious activists—people who would 
today be called ‘the religious right.’” (Sowell, 116)
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Christianity and the Abolition of Slavery

• The process of the abolition of 
slavery
– Anti-slavery ideology spread 

throughout Europe.  The 
advancement of European 
imperialism around the world is 
responsible for the retreat of 
slavery worldwide
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• The result of the abolition of slavery

– Christianity sets the captive free physically

• “While slavery was common to all civilizations, as well 
as to peoples considered uncivilized, only one 
civilization developed a moral revulsion against it, very 
late in its history—Western civilization.” (Sowell, 115)
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• Slavery existed since the dawn of mankind

• Slavery was common to all civilizations

• It was only under Christianity that the idea of 
slavery was challenged

• Christianity lit the spark that ignited the fire 
that destroyed slavery world-wide

Summary

By Dr. H.C. Felder
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