
When Is 

Civil 
Disobedience 

Allowed For A 
Christian?

The Reason For 

Peaceful Protest



Civil disobedience is the 

intentional act of  disobeying 

a civil law or authority 

because of  a conviction 

that one has a higher 

responsibility. For a 

believer, those "higher 

responsibilities" are 

found in the Bible and 

nowhere else. 



There are at least three general 

positions on the matter of  civil 

disobedience.

1- Anarchist:  A person can choose 

to disobey the government 

whenever he likes and whenever he 

feels he is personally justified in 

doing so.

Such a stance has no biblical support 

whatsoever



2- Extremist: A person 

should always follow and 

obey his country, no matter 

what the command. This view 

also does not have biblical 

support. 



3- Scripture:  Upholds position 

of  biblical submission, with a 

Christian being allowed to act in 

civil disobedience to the 

government if  it commands evil, 

such that it requires a Christian 

to act in a manner that is 

contrary to the clear teachings 

and requirements of  God’s 

Word.



Civil 
Disobedience 
Examples in 
Scripture



Pharaoh gave the clear command to two Hebrew 

midwives that they were to kill all male Jewish 

babies. 

The midwives disobeyed Pharaoh and “feared God, 

and did not do as the king of  Egypt had 

commanded them, but let the boys live” (Exodus 

1:17). 

“God was good to the midwives, and the people 

multiplied, and became very mighty. 

Because the midwives feared God, He established 

households for them” (Exodus 1:20–21). 



Rahab directly disobeyed a command 

from the king of  Jericho to produce the 

Israelite spies who had entered the city 

to gain intelligence for battle.

Even though Rahab had received a clear 

order from the top government official, 

she resisted the command and was 

redeemed from the city’s destruction 

when Joshua and the Israeli army 

destroyed it  (Joshua 2).



King Saul commanded during a military 

campaign that no one could eat until he 

won his battle with the Philistines. 

However, Saul’s son Jonathan, who had 

not heard the order, ate honey to refresh 

himself  from the hard battle the army 

had waged. 

Saul ordered his son to die. However, the 

people resisted Saul and his command 

and saved Jonathan from being put to 

death (1 Samuel 14:45). 



When the queen Jezebel was killing God’s prophets, 

Obadiah took a hundred of  them and hid them from 

her so they could live. 

Such an act was in clear defiance of  the ruling 

authority’s wishes. (1 Kings 18). 



The only apparently approved revolt 

against a reigning government official is 

recorded when Athaliah began to destroy 

the royal offspring of  the house of  Judah. 

Joash, the son of  Ahaziah was taken by 

the king’s daughter and hidden from 

Athaliah so that the bloodline would be 

preserved.

Six years later, Jehoiada gathered men 

around him, declared Joash to be king, 

and put Athaliah to death (2 Kings).



Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

refused to bow down to the golden idol 

in disobedience to King 

Nebuchadnezzar’s command (Daniel 3).

Daniel defies King Darius’ decree to not 

pray to anyone other than the king  

(Daniel 6).

In both cases, God rescued His people 

from the death penalty that was 

imposed, signaling His approval of  their 

actions.  



After Peter healed a lame man, Peter and John 

were arrested for preaching about Jesus and put 

in jail. The religious authorities were 

determined to stop them from teaching about 

Jesus; however, Peter said, “Whether it is right 

in the sight of  God to give heed to you rather 

than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot 

stop speaking about what we have seen and 

heard” (Acts 4:19–20). 

Later, the rulers confronted the apostles again and reminded them of  their 

command to not teach about Jesus, but Peter responded, “We must obey God 

rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 



One last example of  civil disobedience is 

found in the book of  Revelation where the 

Antichrist commands all those who are alive 

during the end times to worship an image 

of  himself. 

John the Revelator, states that those who 

become Christians at the time will disobey 

the Antichrist and his government and 

refuse to worship the image (Revelation 

13:15). 



The guidelines for a Christian’s civil 

disobedience can be summed up as follows:

• Christians should resist a government that 

commands or compels evil and should work 

nonviolently within the laws of  the land to 

change a government that permits evil.

• Civil disobedience is permitted when the 

government’s laws or commands are in direct 

violation of  God’s laws and commands.



• If  a Christian disobeys an evil 

government, unless he can flee from the 

government, he should accept that 

government’s punishment for his actions.

• Christians are certainly permitted to 

work to install new government leaders 

within the laws that have been 

established.



Lastly, Christians are commanded to pray for 

their leaders and for God to intervene in His 

time to change any ungodly path that they are 

pursuing: 

“First of  all, then, I urge that entreaties and 

prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made 

on behalf  of  all men, for kings and all who 

are in authority, so that we may lead a 

tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 

dignity” (1 Timothy 2:1–2).



New Beginnings Church encourages 
PEACEFUL Protests



❖Remain in a posture of  PEACEFUL

protesting at all times.

❖ABIDE BY THE GOVERNING LAWS AT 

ALL TIMES.

❖Plan to leave before or at the appointed 

curfew time.

❖Adhere to the instructions/orders of  

governing officials at all time, even if  we 

don’t agree.



❖Wear an NBC t-shirt or other shirt or 

clothing that identifies you as a 

representative of  the church.

❖Carry your PERSONAL Identification on 

you at all times.

❖Groups of  2 or more are required.

Please do not plan to protest alone as 

a representative of  NBC.

❖Arrive and leave together. DO NOT 

separate from your group for any reason 

during the protest.



❖For your personal health safety, please wear a face mask/protective 

face covering.

❖Plan to take NBC tracts, Devotionals, and/or NBC Invite cards to 

share and witness.

❖Please bring supplies that can be helpful to yourselves and other 

protesters (bottles of  water to prevent dehydration, snacks, extra 

masks, hand sanitizer, etc).


