




Matthew 24:4-14

Signs of Christ’s Return

4 And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 5 For 
many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the [c]Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 You 
will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those 
things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 7 For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines 
and earthquakes. 8 But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.
9 “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by 
all nations because of My name. 10 At that time many will [d]fall away and will 
[e]betray one another and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will arise and will 
mislead many. 12 Because lawlessness is increased, [f]most people’s love will grow 
cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 14 This gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in the whole [g]world as a testimony to all the nations, 
and then the end will come.
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1 Timothy 4:1-2

Apostasy

4 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times 
some will [a]fall away from the faith, paying 
attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of 
demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars 
seared in their own conscience as with a branding 
iron, 
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2 Timothy 3:1-7

“Difficult Times Will Come”

3 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For 
men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, 
revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, 
irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, 
[a]haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of 
[b]godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men 
as these. 6 For among them are those who [c]enter into households 
and captivate [d]weak women weighed down with sins, led on by 
various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to come to the 
[e]knowledge of the truth. 
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Jesus said:
❖ As lawlessness increases, “most people’s love will grow 

cold” (Matthew 24:12).

❖ In this hostile atmosphere, many professing Christians 
will “fall away” and will proceed to cooperate in the 
persecution of their former brothers and sisters in Christ 
(Matthew 24:10). 

Paul said:
❖ People will be “haters of good” and that they will 

therefore be “brutal” and “reckless,” reviling those who 
stand for righteousness (2 Timothy 3:2-4).



We are watching these prophecies come true today in 
America and around the world. 

As our culture has secularized and paganized, 
Christianity, the Church, and Christians have come 
under increasing attack as “intolerant bigots.” 

It is going to become increasingly difficult for 
Christians to stand for righteousness. 





1) Order Your Priorities

❖ Review your priorities and make certain that
God is first in your life.

Most Christians have allowed their priorities to get
mixed up. Usually, job or career is number one,
family is second, and God is third or even fourth
behind an obsession with sports or something
similar.



❖Ask yourself this question: If God were to give you the
opportunity to make one request, what would it be?
Would you ask for money, power, fame, and/or
success?

David asked for something ten thousand times more
profound — he asked for intimacy with God (Psalm
27:4). Because he put God first, he did not fear life or
death. This is the reason that David is remembered as
“the man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22).



2) Stand on the Word

❖The end times will be an age of deception (Matthew
24:24; 1 Timothy 4:1, 2 Timothy 4:3-4). In fulfillment
of that prophecy, we are being bombarded with false
but alluring religious systems offered by Christian
cults, Eastern religions, and the New Age Movement.

❖The average Christian is not certain what he/she
believes. And even when he/she is able to articulate a
belief, he/she usually does not know why they
believe it.



❖ Anyone can be deceived.

❖ Guard yourself against deception.

❖ Get into the Word and stay in it on a daily basis.

❖ Test everything by the Word (1 John 4:1; Hebrews
4:12; Hebrews 5:12-14; Hebrews 6:1).

On every doctrine, the Bible needs to be
searched from Genesis to Revelation to see what is
said about the particular topic.



3) Believe in the Power of God

Most professing Christians are
marginal Believers/Deists, a person
who believes in an impersonal
god who never intervenes in human affairs.

According to their belief, we are supposed to cope with
our god-given reason, our talents, and the wisdom of the
Scriptures. As far as they are concerned, at the end of the
First Century, God retired, the supernatural ceased, and
the age of miracles came to an end.



❖The Hebrew Scriptures teach that God never
changes (Malachi 3:6).

❖“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and
forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

❖God is all-powerful (Luke 1: 37).

❖We who are powerless in comparison can not limit
His power by our unbelief (Mark 6:1-6).

❖God responds when we reach out to Him in faith
(James 1:6).



❖We cannot cope with the evil of end time
society in our own strength.

❖ Anyone who tries to do so will be defeated.

❖ Our only hope is to turn to a God who is alive
and well, who is still on the throne, who hears
prayer and answers prayer, and who still
performs miracles.



4) Persist in Prayer

❖One of the greatest blessings God has given
believers is supernatural communication.

❖God cares for us personally (1 Peter 5:7).

❖He desires to communicate with us (James 4:8).

❖He loves us and earnestly desires our fellowship
(John 4:23).



❖ “the prayers of a righteous man can accomplish
much” (James 5:16). If you are truly born again,
then you are a righteous person because you are
clothed in the righteousness of Jesus (Isaiah 61:10).

❖ Most professing Christians turn to prayer as a last
resort when all else has failed and the situation
has become desperate.

❖ This reluctance to seek God in prayer is due to
pride or unbelief.



5) Rely on the Holy Spirit

❖Most professing Christians seem to be afraid of
the Holy Spirit due to a lack of knowledge
concerning the Spirit.

❖The Holy Spirit is a person. He is the
supernatural presence of God in the world today.



❖For the unbeliever, He is God’s Evangelist, the
one who works on human hearts to draw them to
the Cross in repentance. No one is saved apart
from the testimony of the Spirit (John 6:44 & 65).

❖For the believer, the Holy Spirit is God’s
indwelling presence to provide us with power
and guidance. He is our Enabler. He is also God’s
Potter, for one of His basic responsibilities is to
daily shape believers more fully into the image of
Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).



❖It is possible to quench and grieve the
Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19; Ephesians 4:30).

❖The Word calls on us to be filled with
the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

❖We cannot serve God in our own power.



❖We can effectively serve the Lord by
relying on the power of His Holy Spirit
who resides within us.

❖We cannot withstand the pressures of
end time society without relying daily
on the power of God’s Spirit.



6) Practice Tough Faith

❖ Tough faith is not dependent on circumstances
because of a confident belief that “all things work
together for good for those who love the Lord”
(Romans 8:28).

❖ God never promises that believers will be immune to
suffering, but that He will be there to walk through
the trials with us.



❖ God promises to be beside us when we “pass
through the waters” and “walk through the fire”
(Isaiah 43:2).

❖ God will be there when we “walk through the
valley of the shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4).

❖ Learn the promises of God’s Word (Philippians

4:6-7, 11-13, 19) and start claiming them in
prayer when confronted with the challenges of
life.



7) Keep an Eternal Perspective

❖We are to be in the world but not of the
world (John 17:11 & 16).

❖We are constantly exhorted in Scripture to
consider ourselves as “aliens, exiles, and
strangers” who are just passing through
this world (Hebrews 11:13 and 1 Peter
2:11).



❖ “..set our minds on things above, not on the
things that are on the earth” (Colossians 3:2).

❖ Never fall in love with the world or grow
comfortable with it (Romans 12:2 and 1 John
2:15-16).

❖ Jesus said we are to “hate our life in this world”
(John 12:25), and His brother, James, said
“friendship with the world is hostility toward
God” (James 4:4).



❖We are to hate the evil world system that
prevails in society; we are to hate a
system that glorifies violence and
immorality and which depreciates the
value of life.

❖We are to live yearning for the day when
Jesus will burst from the heavens to
bring peace, righteousness, and justice to
the earth.



8) Look for Jesus

❖The Bible tells us to live “looking for
Jesus” (Titus 2: 13).

❖ Jesus’ return is our “blessed hope”
(Titus 2:13). And His return is
imminent.

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%202.%2013
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❖ “We know that when He appears [the
Rapture], we shall be like Him [glorified]…
And everyone who has this hope fixed on
Him, purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1
John 3:2-3).

❖ “God does not wish that any should perish,
but that all might come to repentance” (2
Peter 3:9).

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20John%203.2-3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Pet%203.9


A Spiritual Mirror
Paul says we are to “deny ungodliness and worldly
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in
the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Christ Jesus” (Titus 2:12-13).

➢ When you look into this mirror, what do you see?

➢ Are you walking in the center of God’s will?

➢ Have you ordered your priorities to put God first?

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%202.12-13


➢ Are you standing on the Word of God,
testing everything by it?

➢ Do you believe in a personal, caring and
all-powerful God who hears prayers and
answers prayers, and who still performs
miracles?

➢ Are you relying daily on the power of the
Holy Spirit?



➢ Are you practicing tough faith, refusing to
allow the calamities of life to overwhelm
you?

➢ Are you keeping an eternal perspective,
refusing to get comfortable with this
world?

➢ Are you looking for Jesus daily?

➢ Is the Rapture in your heart?


