


A. The Study of History is Profitable. 

1. Old Testament writers appealed to history. (See 

Deut. 1-3; Psa. 78; Isa. 51:1-2). 

2.  Jesus (Mt. 12:40-42)

Paul (1 Cor. 10:1-12)

The author of Hebrews (Heb. 4:1-11)

James (Jas. 5:17-18)

Peter (2 Pet. 2:4-9; 3:3-5)

Jude (Jude 5-7)

They all appealed to history to make their point. 



3. We follow their example and appeal   

to history to learn important 

lessons for the Lord’s church today. 

4. It has been said: “Those who 

ignore history are destined to 

repeat it.” 

It has also been said: “All we learn 

from history is that we learn 
nothing from history.” 



B. Why This Particular Study Is 

Profitable. 

1. We can examine the New Testament 

church as the Lord intended it to be 

from the beginning and have a 

greater appreciation for it. 

2. We can know when the Lord’s church 

began in order to distinguish it from 

other religious groups that came 

before and after. 



3. We can be warned of 

the dangers of 

introducing error into 

the Lord’s church 

that leads to 
apostasy. 



C. Understanding Some Terms. 

1. “Church” from the Greek word ekklesia, means a 

“called out” people (never a building). These people are 

called out from sin, to salvation, by God, and in 

obedience through the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14; see Mt. 16:18; 

18:17; Acts 2:47; 5:11; 8:1,3; etc.). In these series of lessons, 

“c”hurch is used to refer to the Lord’s church in any 

age and “C”hurch is used to refer to the human 

religions started by men. “Church History” is used to 

refer to human “C”hurches (religions related to 

Christianity) as they come in contact with the Lord’s 

“c”hurch (people). 



2.“Apostasy” is from the Greek 

apostasia and means “to fall away 

(apo) from a fixed spot (stasia),” “to 

leave,” or “to forsake” (see Acts 21:21; 

2 Thess. 2:3). 

When one leaves or forsakes the fixed 

realm of New Testament teaching, he 
has apostatized. 
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NEW 
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A. The New Testament Church 

Established. 

1. The New Testament church was 

planned by God (Ephesians 3:10-11). 

2. The New Testament church was 

promised by the prophets (Isaiah 2; 

Dan. 2; Joel 2; Acts 2). 

3. The New Testament church was 

prepared for by John the Baptist 

(Matthew 3:1ff; 11:10). 



4. The New Testament church 

was purchased by Jesus Christ 

(Acts 20:28). 

5. The New Testament church 

was preached by the Apostles 
(1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2). 





B. The New Testament Church. 

1. Its Founder. 

a) The New Testament church was built by 

Jesus. He is the one and only founder and 

foundation of the church.

b) No other religious body is authorized by 

God to exist. 

No human denominations of Christianity 

existed in the New Testament like we have 

today. 



c) Isaiah 28:16

Matthew 16:18

Acts 2:36;  20:28

1 Corinthians 3:11

Matthew 15:13

Ephesians 2:20; 4:4; 
5:23-24 



2. Its Head. 

a) The New Testament church (body) 

has Jesus Christ as its one and only 

head. 

The New Testament church is an 

absolute “monarchy” (one ruler). 

b) To follow any other head is 

unscriptural and without spiritual life. 

No human head existed to rule over the 

Lord’s church in the New Testament. 



c) Ephesians 1:22-23; 

4:8-10-16; 5:23 

1 Corinthians 9:21

Galatians 6:1

Colossians 1:18; 2:19. 



3. Its Beginning. 

a) The New Testament church began 

on the day of Pentecost, A.D. 33. 

b) All other religious bodies beginning 

after this date are not authorized by 

God to exist.

No human denominations 

(Churches) existed in the New 

Testament like they do today. 



c) Isaiah 2:2

Mark 9:1

Luke 24:49 Acts 1:8; 2:1ff. 



4. Its Membership. 

a) The New Testament church was 

made up of saved souls who had 

heard the gospel, believed in Jesus, 

confessed Jesus as the Christ, 

repented of their sins, and had been 

baptized (immersed in water) for the 

remission of their sins. They were 

then “added” by the Lord to His 

church (Acts 2:47).



b) No person ever “joined” a 

“Church” in the New 

Testament and all other plans 

of salvation by man which add 

to or take from these 

conditions are in error. 



c) Baptism was always immersion in   

water (Acts 8:38; Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12), 

never sprinkling or pouring. 

Baptism was always for believers (Acts 

8:12; 18:8), never infants. 



d) Matthew 28:19-20

Mark 16:15-16

Luke 24:46-47

Acts 2:38,41,47; 8:36-37; 18:8; 22:16

Romans 6:3-4; 10:9-10,17

1 Corinthians 1:2; 12:13

Galatians 3:27

1 Peter 3:21. 



5. Its Nature / Mission / Work.

a) The New Testament church was a spiritual body 

that had a spiritual mission and work that focused 

on saving souls with the gospel. 

The New Testament church also edified those who   

were saved and were benevolent toward needy 

saints. Each local church was sufficient to do its own 

work. 

Local churches were not bound together in any way 

to do their work, nor did they rely upon 

human institutions to do their work. 



b) No New Testament church 

ever engaged in social or 

recreational activities as a 

church “work”; and no New 

Testament church ever 

utilized a human institution 

to do its work. 



c) Acts 4:34-35; 6:1-7 

2 Corinthians 11:8

Ephesians 4:11-16

Philippians 4:14-18

Colossians 1:28

1 Thessalonians 1:5-8 

1 Timothy 5:16


